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What is claimed is: 

1 Art r»itpyt prHnt pr^Hn^^H Uy im^g e processing apparatus 1 

comprising: 

(a) a substrate having an image thereon; and^ 

(b) a machine readable marking coupled^S said substrate, wherein 
said machine readable marking identifies a data sodrce. 

2. An output print produced by an image processing apparatus, 

comprising: 

(a) a substrate having an image thereon; and 

(b) a machine readable marking coupled to said substrate, wherein 
said machine readable marking identifies at least one processing parameter 
employed by the image processing apparatus to process the image provided by the 
data source. 

3. An output print produced by an image processing apparatus, 

comprising: 

(aYa substrate having an image thereon; and 
r) a machine readable marking coupled to said substrate, wherein 
said machine readable marking identifies a data source used to provide the image 
and identifies at least one processing parameter employed by the image processing 
apparatus to process the image provided by the data source. 



4. An output print produced by an image processing apparatus, 

comprising: 

(a) a substrate having an image thereon; 

(b) a first machine-readable marking coupled to said substrate, 
wherein said first machine-readable marking identifies a data source used to 
provide the image; and 

(c) a second machine-readable marking coupled to said substrate, 
rtier§ii«Si3~second machine-readablem^Knfri4sntifi e s at least one processjilg 
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rnnrm n t^r f rn p l ^y^ K y th e imape processing apparatus to process the im age 
provided by the data source. 




5. The output print of claim 4, wherein said fn£t machine-readable 
marking comprises identifying encoding to identify the data source. 

6. The output print of claim 4, wherein said second machine- 
readable marking comprises identifying encodjng to identify the at least one 
processing parameter. 

7. The output print of c&im 4, wherein said second machine- 
readable marking comprises identifying encoding to identify the at least one 
processing parameter having data identifying a prepress processing mechanism. 

8. The output print of claim 4, wherein said first machine-readable 
marking is human-readable. 

9. Theyoutput print of claim 4, wherein said second machine- 
readable marking is human-readable. 

10. / The output print of claim 4, wherein said first machine-readable 
marking comprises a bar code. 

1 1 . The output print of claim 4, wherein said second machine- 
readable marking comprises a bar code. 

12. The output print of claim 4, wherein said first machine-readable 
marking/is invisible to the unaided eye. 



13. The output print of claim 4, further comprising a third 
machi^e-readabteTnaridng coupledTo^aid^ubstrate, wherein said third machine- 
readdpie marking identifies at least one physical cil&aeteristicof said substra 
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—14. The output print of claim 13, wherein said third maghii 
readable marking comprises identifying encoding based on thp^efteast one 
physical characteristic. 



15. The output print of claim wherein said third machine- 
readable marking is human readable. 

16. The output print off claim 13, wherein said third machine- 
readable marking comprises a bai/code. 




17. The outpiy print of claim 13, wherein said third machine- 
readable marking comprise^ identifying encoding based on the at least one 
physical characteristic identifies a finishing mechanism. 



18. The output print of claim 17, wherein said finishing 
mechanism is a lammator. 

19. /The output print of claim 13, wherein said third machine- 
readable marking/is printed onto the output print. 

10. The output print of claim 13, wherein said third machine- 
readable marljlng is affixed to the output print. 

21. The output print of claim 4, wherein said first machine- 
readable parking is printed onto said substrate. 

22. The output print of claim 4, wherein said first machine- 
readable marking is affixed to said substrate. 



23. The output print of claim 4, wherein sai^econd machine- 



readabJe-ttwking is printedontD^aiisubstrate. 
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^24^JEh&-etrtpul print or claim 4, wherein said second m^cftine- 
readable marking is affixed to the output print. 

25. A machine-readable marking on an output print having an 
image thereon produced by an image processing apparatus, said marking 
comprising encoded metadata describing/die image, said metadata including an 
identifier defining a data source used/to provide the image on the output print. 

26. A machine/readable marking on an output print having an 
image thereon produced by/an image processing apparatus, said marking 
comprising encoded metadata describing the image, said metadata including an 
identifier defining a processing operation used to process the image on the output 
print. / 

27. A machine-readable marking on an output print having an 
image thereon nroduced by an image processing apparatus, said marking 
comprising encoded metadata describing the image, said metadata including an 
identifier defining a data source used to provide the image on the output print and 
defining a processing operation used to process the image on the output print. 

/ 28. A machine-readable marking on an output print having an 
image therfcon produced by an image processing apparatus, said marking 
comprising encoded metadata describing the image, said metadata including: 

(a) aiirst identifier defining a data source used to provide the image on the 
output print; 

(b) /a second identifier defining a processing operation used to process the 
image on the output print. 

/ 29. The machine-readable marking of claim 28, wherein said 

majlailgirhumma-readahl^ 
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30. The iiiauhine-ieada ble marki ng uf cl i M m^S»^ herein said fi rst 
identifier is a bar code. ^ * 

31. A method for coupling, to an optfmt print, metadata describing 
an image generated from a data source, the mpfnod comprising the step of marking 
a machine-readable encoding on the outptit print, the encoding identifying the data 
source. X 

32. A meth0a for coupling, to an output print, metadata describing 
an image generated ftwna data source, the method comprising the step of marking 
a machine-readable/encoding on the output print, the encoding defining a 
processing operation used to process the image on the output print. 

/ 33. A method for coupling, to an output print, metadata describing 
an imag^ generated from a data source, the method comprising the step of marking 
a macmne-readable encoding on the output print, the encoding identifying the data 
source and defining a processing operation used to process the image on the 
output print. 

/ 34. A method for coupling, to an output print, metadata describing 

an image generated from a data source, the method comprising the steps of: 
J (a) marking a first machine-readable encoding on the output print, 

the encoding identifying said data source; 

(b) marking a second machine-readable encoding on the output 
print, the encoding defining a processing operation used to process the image on 
the output print. 



35. The method of claim 34 wherein the step of marking a first 
machine-readable encoding comprises the step of generating a hash function 



* 




30- 



Th ft method of claim 34 where in the step of marking a first 
machine-readable encoding comprises the step of generating ajmiqtfeaigital 
signature. 

37. The method of claim 34 ^herein the step of marking a second 
machine-readable encoding further composes the step of generating a unique hash 
function value. 




38. A method for marking identification data on an output print 
produced from a data source py an image processing apparatus, the method 
comprising the step of marking a machine-readable encoding that identifies the 
data source. 

39. A method for marking processing data on an output print 
produced from a data source by an image processing apparatus, the method 
comprising the step of marking a machine-readable encoding that identifies at 
least one processing parameter used by the image processing apparatus to process 
the output print from the data source. 



>W. A method for marking identification and processing data on an 
output print produced from a data source by an image processing apparatus, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

(f) marking a first machine-readable encoding that identifies the 

data source; 

f (b) marking a second machine-readable encoding that identifies at 
least one processing parameter used by the image processing apparatus to process 
the output print from said data source. 



producing 



4' 

>2. For use with an image processing apparatus, a method for 
irst output print from a data source, the rrfethod comprising the steps 
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- (a) obt aining, fium a nmohino roadable ma i^ing^on^asecond output^ 
print, a processing parameter for use by the image processing apparatus;^-- 

(b) generating a setup file having the processing papafneter by using 
data obtained from the machine-readable marking; and 

(c) providing the setup file to the imagiij^processing apparatus. 

-43f. The method of step 42 wh^ein the step of obtaining a 
processing parameter comprises the step ofreading the machine-readable marking 
using a bar code reader. 

JA. An image prop6ssing system for printing image data on a first 
output print, wherein the first emtput print is substantially identical to a second 
output print , said image processing system comprising: 

(a) a first tarinter for providing the second output print; 

(b) a reader for obtaining setup data coupled to said first output 

print; and 

(c) a/feecond printer for accepting the image data as input and 
printing the first output print, said first printer capable of printing based on the 
setup data. 

The image processing system of claim 44, further comprising a 
transmission ^ink that connects said first printer with said second printer. 

a/ 

J&. The image processing system of claim 44, wherein said reader 
is a scanner. 



4*< 

si. A remote proofing system, comprising: 

(a) a first printer for printing a first output print having an image 
thereoh, wherein a marking containing metadata describing the image is coupled 
to saifl first output print; 

(b) a reader for scanning the markipg, said reader capable of 
providing saKTHiQtadata in a metadata file; 





• 
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^c) a occond printer for printing a scuuiid output piiiit^vvh eie^ 
second printer accepts said metadatajlle-^^ file 
conditioning the^pperaflonof said second printer so that the second output print is 
substgn&gft^identical m appearaflce- to paid first output prii 





